IT is often said that learning should
go beyond the classroom. But how
far should one go?

At UCSI's Child Development
Centre (CDC), many enthusiastic
children would say: To the moon
and back!

While this isn’t meant to be
taken literally, it isn't entirely an

space, before trying their hand at

Bringing out the best
in children

up
of the week to focus on it,” adds Dr
Chiah.

That magic day is Friday and stu-
dents dress accordirgly for the
occasion, according to the theme of

some simpler tests. months with sub-themes
Soaking in the experience, the week to lessons fresh,
children see to the tasks at hand “We find out that our students
and some proceed to ask how rock-  performed much better ever since
ets are created, what eat  we impl d con learn-
and whether they can experience a  ing in a big way.
situation with zero gravity. takes
never felt this fun. from Monday to Thursday and this
Ac to Dr Chiah Wan Yeng,  period now serves as the build-up
a child and the CDC’s  to Friday where our students apply
head of academic affairs, themed what they learn.
lessons like “My Universe, My “Not many preschool centres
‘Way" are a good platform to see have contextual
contextual learning in action. s0 the CDC stands out for advocat-
and ing a system that brings out the
learning through play, children put  best in children without stressing
theory into practice freely, them out.
sense of the subject before them “Through increased participa-
and tion, our students can even func-

Greiner (right) and whmumwmphasndwmﬂmrsm.
Hendryk Bjorn, applying his

of zero gravity as a good case in
point. Thanks to popular demand,

knowledge to real life situations.
tion as co-creators in the lessons the CDC teachers decided to grant
they learn,” she says. the students their wish by organis-
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ng
methods ‘The anti-gravity room there
answered any lingering questions
Dr Chiah refers to the question  on how astronauts move around in

space and the students had a hard
time standing up straight. All in

good fun though.
Dr Chiah's assessment on the
effectiveness of contextual learning

process-
es that are related to real life situa-
tions.

“I feel that it's a very effective
way of learning from experiences.
My san really enjoys it and it's good
to see him applying his lessons
from class into a real life context,”
says Greiner, who hails from
Poland.
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bring out the best in children,” she

says.
Reaching the end of its lifecycle,

the universe-themed approach will

are looking forward to the new
theme and the CDC invests much

also in the works.

pur
pose-built spaces for speech and
drama as well as a better lab for

kinder cooking.




